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CHRISTMAS IN 
THE CHURCHES 


Se nn 


SERVICES .AT THE 
CATHEDRALS 


THE ARCHBISHOP’S 
SERMON 


AS 
D ESPITE inclement weather, there were 


large congregations in the churches on 
Christmas Day. 

At Christ Church Cathedral appropriate 
hymns and psalms were sung, also the 
anthem, ‘‘ There were shepherds’ (Handel). 

The Most Rev. Dr. Gregg, Archbishop of 
Dublin, was the preacher. He took as his 
text “ He came unto His own and they that 
were His own received Him not ” (St. John, 
chap. 1, verse 11, Revised Version). 

In the course of his sermon His Grace said 
that there was a very forlorn sound about 
these familiar words, which told of the recep- 
tion accorded to the God-man when He ap- 
peared on earth. Whether they referred to 
the day of His birth, when there was no 
room for him in the inn; whether they re 
ferred to His family and friends and neigh- 
bours who later on did not believe in the 
prophet from their own country; or whether 
they referred to the rejection which culmi- 
nated in the Cross, it was true that He came 
to that which was His own, and they that 
were His own received Him not. 

But since then the reproach has plainly 
been rolled away. Christmas is now the 
world’s brightest and cheeriest festival. There 
is good-will; there is eating and drinking, 


No More 
Sleepless Nights 


Mrs. Bob E. Raymond, of thé 
‘Humpty Dumpty” Company, and 
mother of “wee Michael,” pictured 
above, writes from the Theatre 
Royal, Leeds, that she had been 
up five nights with the promising 

aan actor, EC is not 

reathe properly, “but after bein 
rubbed with ‘Vick,’ he had his 
first full night’s rest, and now he 
is as well as ever.” 


Many mothers have learned 
this simple way to ease children’s 
breathing <t nig!-. and check their 
colds. Vick brand Vapour-Rub 
gives off medicatcd vapours that 
are inhaled all night long; at the 
same time, it acts through the 
skin like a poultice, helping the 
vapours to relieve the congestion. 
Of course, it is just as good for 
adults’ colds. At all chemists, 
trial jar, 1/3; double quantity, 2/-, 


ee 
TP 


SS DHOHSSH Rao on sage as sis Se os SPS yA, rath M Am dancing. There Pn good-fellowship ee 
AT THE DUBLIN DOG SHOW—An amusing con- and exchange of presents; the compliments he 
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Above: Miss F, Plunkett with 
the Misses Barnett’s Borzois, 
Garbo and Golden Fleece,: at 
the Dublin Dog Show at Earls- 
fort terrace yesterday, Right: 
Germany and France at the 
show. Mrs. L. Werner's dach- 
shund, Stefan von . Werner, 
and French poodle, Poli. 
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AT THE MEET—Mr. W. T. 
Cosgrave, with his two sons, 
Liam and Michael, at yester- 
day's meet of the South 
County Dublin Harriers, at 
the National Spa and Hydro, 
Lucan, Co. Dublin. 
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trast is presented by Mrs. Parker Keene s two en- 
tranta—a Pekingese, Bill Yum Yum, and a mastiíf, 
Ambassador of Castlegrange. 


ROTARY LECTURER—Dr. M. S. Young (left), 


who lectured at the; Dublin Rotary Club's luncheon in 


the Metropole Restaurant on Christmas Eve. 
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CHRISTMAS IN HOSPITAL 
— Little patients receiving gifts 
from the Christmas tuee, at 
the Children’s Hospital, Har- 
court street, Dublin. 


of the season pass from mouth to mouth 
In fact, the world had appropriated Christ 
mas; it had taken it out of the hands of the 
Church and had made it a feast after its 
own heart. 


CHRIST AND CHRISTMAS 


It was now a great social event, and had 
been decorated out of all recognition as the 
commemoration of the coming of Jesus of 
Nazareth in humility and poverty. But was 
the world’s patronage of Christmas worth the 
price? He did not wish to appear soured or 
unsympathetic; but was there not a very 
grave danger of their losing sight of Christ 
behind Christmas? Was it not the case that 
Christmas was becoming a very human and 
a very mundane institution? Their way of 
keeping it showed how much they depended 
on things. They created a Christmas atmos- 
phere by means of a free expenditure of 
money on good things for themselves and 
their children and for the poor and friend- 
less. And thus they spread around them- 
selves an atmosphere of mellow geniality and 
care-free sociability, which FÉ sg them to 
forget for a while the realities which lay 
below the surface of the world of every day. 

But was that the way that Christ came into 
the world? No. The world was completely 
indifferent to His coming. His coming was 
without observation. There was none of that 
mass propaganda which the world knew so 
well how to use; none of that assemblage of 
circumstances wherewith events of secular im- 
portance were staged. ‘‘ There was no room 
for them in the inn’’—‘‘ Ye shall find a Babe 
lying in a manger.”’ 


DIFFERENT OUTLOOKS 


He asked the congregation to distinguish 
very carefully between the world’s Christmas- 
or a | and the Church’s celebration of the 
festival, 

The world’s festivity was a superficial 
thing; it liked the poetry of the Babe in the 
manger, with the ox and the ass standing by; 
the twinkling starlight and the angels’ chorus. 
It enjoyed the comfortable sentiment of the 
heme festival and the general sense of 
material well-being; and he was sure that 
God did not grudge to men whatever innocent 
relaxation the season might, bring with it. 
But for the Church the keeping of Christmas 
must mean a great deal more than that. It 
was the first event in the earthly life of Him 
Who came into the world to save the world 
hy His death. 

* Trace we the Babe Who hath retrieved 

our loss, 
From His poor manger to His bitter 
Cross.’” 

This unadorned beginning was all of a 
piece with a life of which Christ could say: 
‘* The Son of Man hath not where to lay His 
head.’* It was a life depending on no ad- 
ventitious aids, and devoid of all the trappings 
of place or power; what they saw was man- 
kind making its place for itself through the 
consecration of sheer goodness and the power 
of the Holy Ghost, and manhood consum- 
mated through obedience and suffering. And 
such a life was destined to be, and was, a 
rejected life—from the world’s point of view, 
ai. unattractive life, with no sparkle in it. 
The world liked the things of sense and the 
things of time; it did not care to be pointed 
away from sense to spirit; away from time to 
oternity. And so it turned to Him a cold 
shoulder; rudely or politely it left Him on 
one side and went its own way 

But as many as received Him, to them 
He gave power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe in His name. So, 
though there was a general rejection of Him 
by the worid, there was an acceptance of Him 
by a few, and it was this acceptance of Him 
by a few that was shown by the Gospels and 
by the history of the Church to be a far more 
significant thing than the rejection of Him 
by His people and by the world generally. 

If what Christ stood for was to prevail 
among men—His love of peace and good-will, 
His love of truth and purity and uprightness 
—let them rot deceive themselves by think- 
ing that Christmas decorations and a diffused 
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VaPOUR-RUB 


EGYPTIAN 
RUISE 


by the beautiful modern 
20,000 ton Cruising 
Liner “DUCHESS OF 
ATHOLL.” A magnifie 
cent ship—large, gracee- 
ful, charminglyfurnished 
—Ballroom, Swimming 
Pool etc. 


FIRST CLASS ONLY 


Here is a delightful Cruise for Gibraltar 
discerning people: a Cruise 

that explores the old and the Tripoli 
pve by AH - 
GREECE,PALESTINE,TURKE 

and yo at grui Cruise that sails Athens 
through the Bosphorus and 

visits the Golden Horn. Istanbul 

“ DUCHESS OF ATHOLL” is (Constantinople) 
an up-to-date ship with a 

proud reputation for Comfort, Bosphorus 
Cuisine and Service. Single 

and double bedrooms—many Haifa 

with private bath or en suite, 

Spacious Promenade, Sports Earc toe 
and Sun Decks. pe 


Limited Membership. 
From Liverpool Feb. 2!. Port Said 


Minimum 
Duration : Rate: Malta 


28 pays 45GNs. Algiers 


OTHER SPLENDID DUCHESS CRUISES 
First Class SPRING Cruises by “DUCHESS” steam- 
ships to the Mediterranean, Atlantic Isies, West 
Africa etc. leaving Mar. 16, Mar.23 April6, April 16. 


Our new Handbook of Spring Cruises is now ready — 
may we send you a copy 


ANADIAN PACIFI 


44 DAWSON STREET, DUBLIN, C.2; 
24 DONEGALL PLACE, BELFAST; 
or Local Agents everywhere, 
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ABBEY PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH 


re US sod 
THE WAY, TO UNITY 


In Abbey Presbyterian Church on Christmas 
Day, Christmas hymns were sung and the solo 
was rerdered by Miss Muriel ‘thompson. Mr, 
W. 5. Greig, A.5.K.O., was at the organ. The 
Service was conducted by the Rev. J. OU, 
Breakey, B.A., who preached on <The 
Prince of Peace.” He said that again and 
again we fancied that we had obtained peace, 
but again and again we were disappointed. 
France and Germany are glaring at one 
another across fortifed frontiers, and their 
young men are being trained to arms even as 
their fathers were. ‘The Balkans, that tander- 
box of Europe, has more than once been on 
the point of bursting into flames. Farther 
off, Japan and Russia are filled with suspicion 
of each other, and amid the dark clouds there 
is but one gleam of hope, and that hes im the 
League of Nations. To be sure, the League 
has lost much respect. of recent years, and 
many have been gravely disappointed it in. 
Yet more recently it has justified its existence 
and proved its worth. Regarding peace 
between the various sections of the Christian 


Church, there have been, he said, some en- 
couragirg signs of late. Some time ago the 
sundered sections of Methodism in England 
came together. In Scotland the United Free 
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| good humour would carry them very far. The 
way to cause the law of Christ to prevail in 
our own distracted world was to make it pre- 
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O’ Roarke’s Irish Fruit; leading 


the field: over the last hurdle 
in the Stand Maiden Hurdle 
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te . Right: Sir james an 
Eady. Nelson and Mr.. Frank 
Tuthill watching the races. 
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vail first of all in individual lives. 


ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 


——$ 


At St. Patrick’s Cathedral in the morning 
the processional hymn was “ Hark, the herald 
angels sing,” and the anthem was “ There 
were shepherds’’ (Handel). The other hymn 
sung was, ‘‘O come, all ye faithful.” The 
preacher was the Very Rev. T. A. Harvey, 
Dean of St. Patrick’s. 

At the afternoon Service the anthems sung 
were ‘‘ Hallelujiah ” (Beethoven) and ‘‘There 
wero shepherds’’ (Hardel). 


VILLIERS SCHOOL, 
LIMERICK 


Chreasa 
PAST PUPILS' UNION FORMED 


At the annual prize-giving oí the Villiers 
School, Limerick, the pupils provided a 
colourful and entertaining operetta to a large 
and appreciative audience. 

The Headmaster, the Rev. G. H. J. 
Burrows, B.A., in reading his annual report, 
having enumerated several past successes in 
Trinity College, Dublin, deplored the 
tendency to ignore the University and the 
professions as an ultimate goal for youthful 
ambition. Parents ought to remember, he 
said, that the recognised school-leaving age 
is 16 and not 16. Speaking of Irish, he said 
that those who complained of the over- 
nationalisation of the Free State ought to 
turn their minds to the schools on the Con- 
tinent. When they see their rifles 
instead of cricket bats and bullets instead of 
balls, they might remember with thankful- 
ness that the Free State Government 
propagates her nationalism with a ig“ 
weapon of culture—the Irish language; tor 
cultural it, indeed, is. ae 

The Right Rev. the Bishop of Limerick, in 
distributing the prizes, said that the pupils 
must not be ciscouraged if the school is 
small. The little country of Judea gave to 
the world its religion, Greece has given all 
that is best in philosophy, and the little 
country of Ireland has produced some of the 
world’s most illustrious saints and scholars. 

A Past Pupils’ Association was formed, 
the Headmaster being provisionally elected as 
president, and a committee of five was 
appointed. 


STRUCK BY MOTOR 
sihieanpesillp densities 
Thomas Behan, aged 52, of Johnstown, 


Chapelizod, was struck by a motor car at 
Golden Bridge, Inchicore, on Christmas Eve. 


and the Established Churches have become one. 
The Church: of England ard the Church of 
Scotland have been holding conversations, and 
there have been interesting talks between 
those holdirg the Episcopal and those holding 
the Presbyterian forms of church government 
in Ireland. Personally, he doubted whether 
any corporate union between these latter 
could take place in this generation, though 
much had been accomplished. 

In Ireland, North and South seemed separ- 
ated by a wall of division that rises steadily 
higher each year. As if the barriers of race 
and religion were not enough, our leglislators 
have been assiduously addirg to them. An 
economic blockade is in operation, so severe 
that the exchange of Christmas gifts across 
the border is almost impossible. A difference 
of language is being accentuated. Soon, if we 
are not careful, we shall be marked off from 
our friends beyond by the speech we 
use, by the books we read, the food 
we eat, and the clothes we wear. 
This method cannot unite. This spirit cannot 
make for union. To one thing we may make 
up our minds—peace will not come between 
North and South by coercion, by compulsion. 
Coercion has always failed in Ireland. To put 
it bluntly, the South will not join with the 
North in the old pre-war Imperial! relation- 
ship, and the North will not join in a 
Republic. The one is as unthinkable as the 
other. Union will only come by concession, 
by sympathy, and when there is mutual re- 
spect for one another's viewpoint. In short, 
union will orly come when the Christ spirit 
animates our people. 


EARLSFORT HOUSE SCHOOL 
-——___- ——_ 


The annual distribution of prizes was held 
at Earlsfort House School. The Rev. Canon 
A. E. Hughes presided over a large gather- 
ing of parents and friends of the boys. The 
Headmaster’s report showed the School to be 
in a flourishing condition. The prizes were 
distributed by Mr. R. W. Jeffares, who de- 
lighted his audience by forsaking the 
traditional lines usually followed on such 
occasions. His address was full of sound 
commonsense, delivered in a witty and attrac- 
tive style. 

The prize list was as follows:—Form [.— 
1, J. Heuston; 2, A. Stevens; 3, H. Gwynn, 
Reading and Writing, R. Walkey; Special, 
C. Sullivan and K. Beattie. 

Form II.—1, A. Olden; 2, R. Heuston; 3, 
D, Montgomery. Writing, R. Allen. 

Form III.—1, T. Smith; 2, C. Bowyer. 
Writing, P. Patterson. 

Junior School Reading, R. Heuston. 

Form IV.—1, L, McCreery; 2, R. E. 
Fenelon. 

Form V.—1, ©. Yates; 2, C. McCreery. 

Form VI.—1, L. Orr; 2, H. Beaumont. 
Languages and Mathematics, L. Orr. English, 
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H. Beaumont. 

Drawing—1, J. Morgan; 2, R. Ellis; 3, P. 
Harris. Junior, B. Forde. 

De Courcy Wheeler Shield, L. Orr. Clayton 
Cup (Football), L. Orr. Burke Cup (Cricket), 
P. Eustace. 


those who took | irt in a 5 | es Webster, St. James s Gate goalk sp; ea, i: Park He was taken to Steevens's Hospital, Dublin, 
sa. coimpeitíon . iS i i as Leinster Senior Cup’ final ins t 28 | by the Corporation ambulance, where he died 
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pital by Dr. D. A. MacErlean, Dublin City 
Coroner. 
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